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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of aa application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1, 2, 4 5 6, 9-13, 17 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Enchos (US 2002/0185637 Al). 

In regards to claims 1 and 17, Enchos discloses a ceiling mounted lift, comprising: 

a support frame 1028 housing a double fabric panel drive assembly 824 (Fig. 31) that 
operates to raise and lower a lifting platen 1034; and 

a stabilizer 826 having a first arm and a second arm (Fig. 32 and 36, see below), such 
stabilizer disposed between the support frame 1028 and the lifting platen 1034. 
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In regards to claims 2, Enchos discloses the stabilizer comprises a bearing at a pivot (see 
above, Fig. 39) joining the first and second arms. 

In regards to claim 4, Enchos discloses all movement of the stabilizer is substantially 

planar. 

In regards to claim 6, Enchos discloses the drive mechanism comprises a double fabric 
drive roller 1014. 
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In regards to claims 9 and 1 0, Enchos discloses a home theater component comprising a 
projector 12. 

In regards to claims 1 1 and 12, Enchos discloses a device 12 lowered for maintenance 
wherein the device lowered for maintenance at least one of a light fixture 12 (light in side of 
projector, see paragraph 156). 

In regards to claims 13, Enchos discloses a ceiling mounted lift, comprising: 

a support frame housing 1028 a double fabric panel drive assembly 824 that operates to 
raise and lower a lifting platen 1034 using a fabric drive roller 1014; and 

the support frame housing sized and dimensioned to stow substantially above a ceiling 
surface 36 (Fig. 1). 

In regards to claim 21, Enchos discloses a ceiling mounted lift having a double fabric 
panel drive assembly 824, such lift comprising a stabilizer 826 having a spring loaded pivot such 
that a first and second arms of the stabilizer are biased toward each other (paragraph 155). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 



Claims 14-16 and 18-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Enchos (US 2002/0185637 Al). 
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In regards to claims 14, 15 and 20, Enchos discloses the ceiling mount having dimensions 
such that the lift can be mounted between ceiling joists, however, Enchos does not disclose 
specific values for the spacing between the ceiling joists and the spacing between the ceiling 
mounted lift and the ceiling joists. However, one of ordinary skill in the art is expected to 
routinely experiment with the parameters, especially when the specifics are not disclosed, so as 
to ascertain the optimum or workable ranges for a particular use. Accordingly, it would have 
been obvious through routine experimentation and optimization, for one of ordinary skill in the 
art to dimension the lift such that the lift can be mounted between ceiling joists spaced 16 inches 
on center and the mount is dimensioned such that there is at least 2 inches spaced between the - 
mount and the ceiling joist. 

With respect to claims 18 and 19, Enchos does not disclose specific values for the lift 
distance and the maximum payloads However, one of ordinary skill in the art is expected to 
routinely experiment with the parameters, especially when the specifics are not disclosed, so as 
to ascertain the optimum or workable ranges for a particular use. Accordingly, it would have 
been obvious through routine experimentation and optimization, for one of ordinary skill in the 
art to have a lift distance of at least 50 feet and a maximum payload of at least 250 pounds. 

In regards to claims 16, Enchos discloses a ceiling mounted lift, comprising: 

a support frame housing 1028 a drive assembly 824 that operates to raise and lower a 
lifting platen 1034 using a fabric drive roller 1014 and a ceiling panel 1045 (Fig. 34) held to the 
lift. The examiner takes official notice that it is common knowledge to use a spring loaded or 
any other suitable adjusting nut to attach the ceiling panel to the lift. 
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Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Enchos in view of 
McCandless (US 1,435,017). 

Enchos disclose a bearing at the pivot point, but fails to discloses the details of the 
bearing. McCandless teaches a bearing arrangement for a pivot joint having a first hardened 
washer 17 on a side of a bearing 10 and a second hardened washer 17 on an opposing side of the 
bearing. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify the bearing arrangement of Enchos to include a first hardened washer on a 
side of a bearing and a second hardened washer on an opposing side of the bearing as suggested 
by McCandless, to provide an inexpensive way to efficiently connect two members (lines 13-24). 

Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Enchos in view of 
Mayer (US 6,305,556). 

Enchos discloses a ceiling mounted lift, but fails to disclose a wire management system. 
Mayer teaches a wire management system comprising a stabilizer 100 and a hole in the stabilizer 
(at 300, Fig. 3) and a tie wrap 318. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify the stabilizer of Enchos to include a hole and a wire wrap as suggested by 
Mayer, to ensure the cables are secured and fold with the action of the arm (col. 1, lines 28-36). 

Claims 7 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Enchos in 
view of Anderson et al. (US 5,529274). 
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Enchos fails to disclose the drive system controlled by a wireless transceiver. Anderson 
teaches a wireless remote controlled motor-driven drum 43,49 to raise and lower a sign, having a 
wireless remote 15 and a transceiver 45,47. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify the control drive of Enchos to include a wireless controller as suggested by 
Anderson, to easily lower the ceiling mount for use or repair (col. 1, lines 37-38). 

In regards to claim 8, Enchos as modified by Anderson teaches the lift for use with a 
home appliance enter (Enchos) 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Evan H. Langdon whose telephone number is (571)272-6948. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kathy Matecki can be reached on (571) 272-6951. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
informatioosystem, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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